31.  NQTJSS
LORD LYTTQN'S EXPLANATION
Lord Lytton's letter to the Poet in my opinion aggravates the
insult His Excellency seeks to explain away* I hardly think
that the fine grammatical distinction made hy him in any way
mends matters* No one, I am sure, thought that His Excellency
had the women of India in general in his mind whfn he utter*
ed the indiscreet words* The complaint h that he uttered the
charge at all When a responsible person makes any charge* there
is always a double presumption* The one h that he has entirely
satisfied himself about it and that he can prove it to the world,
The other is that the evil which is the subject matter of the
charge is fairly general Apart from the police testimony, is His
Excellency in a position to prove the charge to the satisfaction of
the public, say to the satisfaction of the Poet? Does he not
know that the police are thoroughly distrusted by the public?
Does he not know that they are5 so far a* the public is concern-
ed, as a rule in the defendant's bo^c? Again assuming that the
charge is true of some women and sonic men, is he in a posi*
tion to prove that the evil is so general as to call for a public
condemnation* Will a responsible Indian be justified in saying
that some English civilians are guilty, say, of corruption and
immorality, because to his knowledge a few rare cases have been
so found? Will he not be indignantly called upon to name the
parties and take them to a court of law and also to apologize to
the civilians for turning what was a charge against particular
individuals into a charge against a body? Will he be permitted
to take -shelter under the adjective, "Mine11? ff Lord Lytton
never intended to say more than that Indians contain among
them degraded specimens of humanity as every other nation,
where was the occasion for his complaint in a serious speech when
he knew that every word of his speech would be scanned here and
have due weight abroad I cannot therefore help respectfully
suggesting that if he did not mean to cast any aspersion on
Indian womanhood and Indian manhood, he should unreser-
vedly withdraw and apologia for the charge* He will thereby
add to his dignity and even prestige. If on the other hand he has
proofs of the kind I have suggested, he should bravely sustain the
charge and place the proofs before the public* A Iwne